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What We Hope You Receive

• Information about the LFP Program

• Some inspiration from our experience

• Information about Georgia and Prosser

• Perhaps a broader perspective on possibilities



Where is Georgia?



Georgia Facts

• Location is almost exactly half-way around the 
world

• The size of Georgia is similar to that of Eastern 
Washington, population is about 4 million

• Georgia has the highest mountains in Europe 
and a sub-tropical climate along the Black Sea 
coast

• Friendly with surrounding countries, with 
exception of Russia, working to join EU and 
NATO

• Georgian hospitality is legendary
• Georgia is an emerging tourism destination
• Economic development hurdles include 

political stability and public infrastructure



Why?

• Prosser is a small and rural community
• Our culture has a tendency to get stale
• We learned about Georgia’s wine history
• Potential wine and agriculture 

partnerships
• Opportunity to teach
• WA Trade dependency
• Diversity yields innovation



Sheep Herder



Current Benefits

• We get to host people and 
expose our staff/Council to new 
influences

• Our staff get to go outbound 
outside the City’s budget – huge 
in an organization of 44

• Historic preservation

• Opportunity to help others in 
need

• Potential immediate industry 
and research opportunities



Long-Term Potential

• Georgia has huge tourism potential –
hospitality, eco, Black Sea, history

• 3,000 varietals of wine grapes, 
Georgia has over 500 and that are 
only there – WSU

• Significant connections between 
wineries

• Connections between agriculture 
industries

• Modern infrastructure will make 
Georgia a tourism hub – Prosser is 
becoming a tourism hub



Georgian Wine

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VzTjEOsptVk


How?

• ICMA email

• Follow-up by me

• Immediate response from 
American Councils

• Application in pipeline



Giorgi Ivaniadze
• Legislative Fellow, 34 years of 

age

• Master’s Degree in 
International Relations and Law

• 12-year councilmember with 
experience in both his village 
and at the municipality level

• Experience in Vani Municipality

• Works for local “school district” 
in Vani Municipality

• Married with three children



Giorgi’s Presentation



LEGISLATIVE FELLOWS PROGRAM

FORGES SISTER CITY RELATIONSHIP 

BETWEEN 

VANI MUNICIPALITY,GEORGIA 
AND

CITY OF PROSSER, WASHINGTON 
GIORGI IVANIADZE



LEGISLATIVE FELLOWS 

PROGRAM (LFP)

• Exchange program for young professionals (between 
25-35 years old) initiated in 2005 as Legislative 
Education and Practice program (LEAP);

• Sponsored by US State Department’s Bureau of 
Educational and Cultural Affairs;

• Conducted twice a year – spring and fall. In addition, 
fellows host reciprocal visits by young U.S. political 
counterparts;

• Fall-2010 group included 125 fellows representing 17 
countries: Georgia, Ukraine, Russia, Bhutan, Brazil, 
Colombia, India, Indonesia, Kazakhstan, Kuwait, 
Kyrgyzstan, Malaysia, Nepal, Oman, Pakistan, 
Philippines and South Africa.

• European Group (26 fellows from Georgia, Ukraine and 
Russia) administered by American Councils for 
International Education. 

• Gaining experience and building connections during 
one-month fellowships in federal, state or local offices 
around the United States.



AMERICAN COUNCILS FOR 

INTERNATIONAL EDUCATION

• Non Governmental Organization founded in 1998;

• Two main divisions: American Council of Teachers of Russian (ACTR) - founded in 1974 
- and American Council for Collaboration in Education and Language Study (ACCELS) 
- created In 1984;

• Located in 24 countries across Southeastern Europe, former USSR, the Middle East and 
Asia;

• Funded by various public and private sources;

• Contracts with US State Department to conduct various programs among them LFP;

• Completes and administers European Group of LFP fellows including Georgia, Ukraine 
and Russia;



ARRIVAL ORIENTATION IN 

DENVER, COLORADO
5-6 October, 2010

• Meeting and introducing with the members of European Group from 

Ukraine and Russia;

• Trainings in the office of National Conference of State Legislatures 

(NCSL) on different topics such as fiscal federalism in the United 

States, state budget process,  ethics for legislatures and staff, ballot 

measures and 2010 elections preview;

• Meeting with the Colorado State Governor, Speaker of the Colorado 

State Senate, the representatives of two major political parties and 

lobbyists;

• Colorado State Capitol Tour;



Time In Prosser, Washington 
7 October - 7 November, 2010

• Hosted by a city staff member –

Steve Zetz

• Data analysis for recreation 

survey

• Assisting city administrator 

Charlie Bush in the formation of 

City’s State Legislative Agenda

• Police ride-along

• Wastewater tour

• Water system tour

• City Council presentation

• Planning Commission meeting

• Prosser School District



Time In Prosser, Washington 
7 October - 7 November, 2010

• Washington State Capitol 
tour

• Meeting with Association 
of Washington Cities staff

• Bellevue City Hall tour

• Meeting with Washington 
Wine Commission

• Pike Place Market

• Prosser wine tasting

• Flight from Yakima to 
Prosser



Time In Prosser, Washington 
7 October - 7 November, 2010

• Prosser high school 
football

• Dinner at the Mayor’s 
house

• Recruitment of Sister Cities 
Exploratory Committee

• Washington City/County 
Management Association 
annual Board retreat

• Prosser community tour
• Boys and Girls Club 

volunteering/presentation
• Camas tour and 

experiences
• Portland Trailblazers game



Time In Prosser, Washington 
7 October - 7 November, 2010

• WSU Prosser Research 
Station tour

• Lower Valley Soccer 
Association game

• Columbia Crest tour
• Prosser Kiwanis presentation
• Prosser Rotary presentation
• Numerous articles with local 

media and a TV story on 
KNDU/KNDO

• Visiting Alpaca’s farm
• Outbound project 

development



Legislative Fellows congress Washington, 
DC

7 november - 9 November, 2010

• Speed networking with colleagues 
from around the world, sharing our 
own U.S. experience and learning 
about the experiences of others;

• Attending plenary session and 
listening to keynote speaker - Illinois 
State Senator  Pamela J. Althoff;

• Video remarks from Hillary Rodham 
Clinton, U.S. Secretary of State;

• Fellowship reports made by different 
groups – Middle East, South and 
Central Asian, Southeast Asian, South 
American, South African and 
European fellows ;

• Roundtable meeting  with former U.S. 
congressman Thomas Downey. 
Dialogue in action on civic leadership;



Legislative Fellows congress Washington, 
DC

7 november - 9 November, 2010

• Roundtable meeting  with  Angela 

Canterbury, director of public policy. 

Dialogue in action on transparency,

accountability and corruption;

• Political Movie Night in Australian 

Embassy – viewing of the movie “By 

the People: The Election of Barack
Obama”

• Official lunch in the Benjamin 

Franklin State Dining Room;

• Closing Reception and presentation of 

Certificates of  Completion;



OUTBOUND PROJECT 
“PROMOTING LOCAL SELF-GOVERNANCE OF 

SMALL MUNICIPALITIES IN GEORGIA”

• Proposed by Giorgi Ivaniadze with the participation of Charlie Bush, city 

administrator of Prosser;

• Enabled by the financial support of U.S. State Department and by the assistance of 

Vani Municipal Government, Educational Resourcecenter and Association 
“Sachino”;

• Conducted from May 14 to 27, 2011;

• Main Objective: to sign Sister City Agreement between Vani Municipality and City 

of Prosser and to set foundations for future cooperation and partnership;



VANI, GEORGIA

• Municipality in western Georgia with population more than 35 
thousand people;

• Occupies 558 square km. and consists of 20 villages and one city;

• Rich historical and cultural past (antique city dates back to VIII-
VII cc. BC)

• Profitable natural conditions: sub-tropical climate with warm 
summer and cool winter; diversity of  flora and fauna, elevation 
from sea-level – 60-2800 meters;

• Governed by directly elected Municipal Council (legislative 
branch) and appointed Head of the Municipal Government  who 
appoints and oversees various departments and services (executive 
branch);



Distance to the capital (Tbilisi)- 260 km

Distance to the nearest seaport (Poti)- 80 km

Distance to the nearest international airport (Kopitnari)- 35 km

Distance to the nearest railway station (Samtredia)- 24 km

Distance to the centre of the region (Kutaisi)- 41 km



VANI, GEORGIA

• Main Industrials: hydro-electric power station, nut processing 

factory, timber processing  and nutritional industry enterprises;

• Main branches of agriculture: viticulture, fruit-growing, cattle-

breeding, corn production and apiculture;

• Good perspectives and environment for developing historical, 

“speleo”, agricultural and horse-riding tourism;



SISTER CITY AGREEMENT 



THANK YOU!



KEPR News Story

http://www.keprtv.com/news/local/120262869.html?tab=video


Parameters for Georgia Trip

• Two-week outbound trip as 
part of Legislative Fellows 
Program

• Sister City relationship 
authorized by Prosser City 
Council in months between 
Giorgi’s four-week stay and my 
outbound trip

• Lectures on democracy planned

• Signing ceremony planned



Georgia is Very Unique



Being a Post Soviet State is Hard



Poverty is Hard Also



Culturally Rich



Supras and Festivals
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Positive Signs Are Everywhere



The Future is Bright

• Freeway to pass between Vani and 
Kutaisi, eventually connecting Vani
to all of Georgia’s major cities by 
freeway

• Kutaisi, 30 minutes northeast 
receiving national legislature, will 
expand air service and help 
economy



Signing Ceremony

• Received national news 
coverage

HDV_0118.MP4


Strategic Priorities

1) Infrastructure

2) Community Development

3) Education

4) Agriculture

5) Sport/Culture



Next Steps

• Vani delegation coming in late September

• We will send an outbound delegation to 
Vani in early spring, 2012

• Strategic plan in place

• Legislative Fellows Program participation to 
continue, Steve Zetz is next LFP participant



If You Go…
• Take along a sense of adventure

• May have a life changing experience

• Will have great support

• Will have a fulfilling experience

• Will be 100% hosted

• Do your homework



Questions?


